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FAMM!
FAMM, the first private museum in Europe dedicated to
female artists, will open its doors in Mougins, near Cannes, 
on 21st June 2024

FAMM (Female Artists of the Mougins Museum) 
will unveil to the public from 21st June onwards, 
over a hundred works created by more than 80 
female artists from around the world. The four 
floors of the former MACM (Mougins Museum of 
Classic Art), located in the heart of the historic 
village of Mougins since 2011, will now house 
a breathtaking array of A+ artworks, including 
paintings, sculptures, and photographs, by top 
women artists who have marked the major 
artistic movements from the 19th century to 
the present day. 

Christian Levett, an art collector for nearly thirty 
years, and recognised for his philanthropic 
commitments in the arts and other causes, is 
the originator of this ambitious project. The 
wider Levett Collection features an expanding 
array of over 500 works by female artists, which 
will be showcased through regular rotations 
at the museum. FAMM will offer visitors an 
unprecedented museum experience in the 
south of France.

"Having collected art for a quarter of a century, 
my tastes have evolved, so I think it's time for 
the museum to evolve too. I am looking forward 
to opening our new museum FAMM, which I 
am certain will quickly become a must-visit 
destination for art lovers, students, researchers 
and curators alike" declares Christian Levett.

Heading a collection of around 2,000 works, 
Christian Levett has repeatedly demonstrated 
his desire to increase the visibility of female 
artists. Since March 2021, he organises private 
tours of his Florence palazzo, entirely decorated 
with works by women, for groups of museum 
patrons, academics, and collectors.
He has curated exhibitions and, in 2023, 
published the book Abstract Expressionists: 
The Women, giving a history of the often-
overlooked women artists of this period, backed 
by his collection. The reopening of the Mougins 
Museum on 21st June as FAMM, enhances his 
advocacy for women in the arts.

Among the great names in art history, FAMM 
will exhibit works by Berthe Morisot, Mary 
Cassatt, Eva Gonzalès, Blanche Hoschedé-
Monet, Louise Nevelson, Barbara Hepworth, 
Frida Kahlo, Leonor Fini, Lee Krasner, Maria 
Helena Vieira Da Silva, Dorothea Tanning, 
Louise Bourgeois, Leonora Carrington, Elaine 
de Kooning, Lalan (Xie Jinglan), Joan Mitchell, 
Alma Thomas, Helen Frankenthaler, Niki de 
Saint-Phalle, Howardena Pindell, Marina 
Abramović, Marlene Dumas, Nan Goldin, Carrie 
Mae Weems, Sarah Lucas, Shirin Neshat, Tracey 
Emin, Cecily Brown, Jenny Saville, Alice Neel, 
Elizabeth Colomba, as well as numerous works 
by top emerging female artists.

FAMM will prove to be the ultimate voyage in 
artistic discovery for the visitor. 

Christian Levett in front of Two Women, 1954, Grace Hartigan 
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THE MUSEUM 
CURATION

The museum’s permanent exhibition is organised 
chronologically from the late 19th century to the 
present day. 

T H E  F I R S T  G A L L E R Y 

The journey begins with the Impressionist 
movement, highlighting the work of artists such 
as Berthe Morisot, one of its founders, alongside 
Eva Gonzalès or Mary Cassatt and continues 
with Post-Impressionism, represented amongst 
others by the oil on canvas Le fils du roi (1906) by 
Jacqueline Marval.

Representations of daily life and landscapes 
give way to the fantastical and whimsical shapes 
that define Surrealism. Among the notable 
contributions to this significant movement 
exhibited in this gallery, one can admire Les 
étrangères (1968) by Leonor Fini or Mid-Day of 
the Canary (1967) by Leonora Carrington.

Jacqueline Marval, Le fils du roi, 1906

Lilla Cabot Perry, Girl on a Balcony, 1894

Leonor Fini, Les étrangères, 1968
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T H E  S E C O N D  G A L L E R Y

The first floor of the museum is dedicated to 
abstraction. Works include iconic pieces from 
the major post-war artistic movement developed 
in the United States - Abstract Expressionism. 
For instance, Prophecy (1956) by Lee Krasner, 
Abstraction #3 (1959) by Elaine de Kooning, and 
Joan Mitchell’s Rufus’ Rock (1966), inspired by one 
of her stays on the French Riviera.

T H E  T H I R D  G A L L E R Y

Dedicated to figurative art, the museum’s second 
floor features styles that are as expressive as they 
are diverse. Important works, such as the sculpture 
Nature Study (2007) by Louise Bourgeois, the 
painting Jackie Curtis as a Boy (1972) by Alice 
Neel, and the photograph Carrying the Skeleton 
(2008) by Marina Abramović, add a psychological 
dimension to the artistic representation of the 
body.

Alice NEEL, Jackie Curtis as a Boy, 1972 © The Estate of Alice Neel

Lee KRASNER, Prophecy, 1956 © 2023 The Pollock-Krasner Foundation 
/ Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York
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T H E  F O U R T H  G A L L E R Y

The visit culminates with an eclectic exhibition 
of purely 21st century artworks featuring 
contemporary female artists who carry forward 
the legacies of their predecessors. For example, one 
can find the sculpture Tit-Cat Down (2012) by Sarah 
Lucas, the oil on canvas Hurricane (2007) by Tracey 
Emin, previously in the George Michael collection, 
or the work on paper Generation (2012-2014) by 
Jenny Saville RA.

Sarah LUCAS, Tit-Cat Down, 2015 © Sarah Lucas, courtesy Sadie Coles HQ

Jenny SAVILLE, Generation, 2012-14 © ADAGP, Paris, 2024
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WHY 
WOMEN?

" As I was finishing rereading a 
classic of art history and turned 
the last page, I found myself 
wondering, ‘but where are the 
women?’ " 

CHRISTIAN LEVETT

The origin of Christian Levett’s collection dates back to the mid-
1990s. Driven by his passion for art and history, he established 
the Museum of Classical Art in Mougins in 2011, famous for 
its juxtaposition of ancient artefacts and modern art. As he 
continuously enriched his collection, Christian Levett became 
captivated by the museum-quality works created by women. 
Subsequently, he acquired numerous pieces created by both 
established and emerging female artists.

Historically, female artists have been largely under-represented in 
museums and seldom mentioned in specialist publications, despite 
their notable contributions to the art world. They often worked 
alongside their male counterparts, mutually inspiring one another, 
and as Helen Frankenthaler pointed out, art transcends gender: 
" I am a painter, I am a woman... Gender contributes no more to 
the value of a piece than any other adjective you might place 
before the word painter—whether it’s about colour, religion, 
wealth, or culture "

FAMM will play a key role in championing women artists alongside 
already established institutions such as the National Museum of 
Women in the Arts in Washington DC, USA or the Frauenmuseum 
in Bonn, Germany. It is also important to highlight that the 
number of temporary exhibitions dedicated to these ‘forgotten’ 
artists has rapidly increased in recent years in major museums 
worldwide: Musée d’Orsay, Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, 
Musée des Arts Décoratifs de Paris, Centre Pompidou, Denver Art 
Museum, Royal Academy of London, Guggenheim Bilbao, and many 
others. Among the many initiatives undertaken to address this 
topic, it is important to mention the numerous research projects, 
publications, conferences, and podcasts, such as Katy Hessel’s 
The Great Women Artists, and organisations such as AWARE that 
greatly contribute to the dissemination of these studies and to 
creating an inclusive and diverse artistic landscape.

Louise BOURGEOIS, Nature Study, 2007
© The Easton Foundation / ADAGP, Paris, 2024
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WHY 
MOUGINS ?

It is in a medieval building in the heart of Mougins, a 
historic village nestled between sea and mountains, 
that Christian Levett chose to establish his museum. 
Enjoyed by numerous artists who stayed here such as 
Pablo Picasso, Fernand Léger, Coco Chanel, Paul Éluard 
and Winston Churchill, and with its important Graeco-
Roman heritage, Mougins is a sought-after destination 
for art lovers and collectors. 

In 2023, aware of the under-representation of women in 
art institutions and history, Christian Levett decided to 
transform his classical art museum into FAMM (Female 
Artist of the Mougins Museum), a museum dedicated to 
female artists.

CHRISTIAN 
LEVETT’S 
WORDS

“Female artists have been consistently overlooked throughout 

history, either due to a lack of opportunities in society or for 

reasons more difficult to explain over the last 60-70 years” the 

collector, Christian Levett told Larry’s List in 2022. “It became 

clear that if I were to purchase these works and keep them in a 

collection, we could create something of great significance and 

interest to the public.”
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Berthe MORISOT, Jeune fille allongée, 1893
Oil on canvas, 65.4 x 81.3 cm
CL1251

Mary CASSATT, Susan seated in a Garden, c. 1882-83 
Oil on canvas, 65.1 x 50.5 cm
CL1335

Leonor FINI, Les étrangères, 1968
Oil on canvas, 81 x 110 cm
CL1226
© ADAGP, Paris, 2024

Lilla CABOT PERRY, Girl on a Balcony, 1894
Oil on canvas, 81.3 x 52.7 cm
CL124

Jacqueline MARVAL, Le fils du roi, 1906
Oil on canvas, 130 x 97 cm
CL1354

Lee KRASNER, Prophecy, 1956
Oil on cotton duck, 147.6 x 86.4 cm
CL108
© 2023 The Pollock-Krasner Foundation / Artists Rights Society 
(ARS), New York

Blanche HOSCHEDÉ-MONET,La moisson (Les moyettes), c. 1885
Oil on canvas, 54 x 73.2cm
CL1235

Leonora CARRINGTON, Mid-Day of the Canary, 1967
Oil on canvas, 81.3 x 59.9 cm  
CL1245
© ADAGP, Paris, 2024

Elaine de KOONING, Abstraction #3, 1959
Oil on canvas, 236.22 x 198.12 cm
CL1084
© EdK Trust

PRESS VISUALS
To request HD visuals, please contact press@famm.com
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Joan MITCHELL, Rufus’ Rock, 1966
Oil on canvas,194.6 x 130 cm
CL100
© Estate of Joan Mitchell, photo credit Fraser Marr

Louise BOURGEOIS, Nature Study, 2007 
Golden porcelain, 71.8 x 41.3 x 30.5 cm. 
CL697
© The Easton Foundation / ADAGP, Paris, 2024

Alice NEEL, Jackie Curtis as a Boy, 1972
Oil on canvas, 111.8 x 76.2 cm 
CL1330
© The Estate of Alice Neel

Marina ABRAMOVIĆ
Carrying the Skeleton, 2008
Chromogenic print, 203.2 x 180.3 cm
CL1229
© Courtesy of the Marina Abramovic Archives / ADAGP, Paris, 2024

Frida KAHLO, Hammer and Sickle (and unborn baby), c. 1950 
Orthopedic corset, dry plaster and mixed media,
41.2 x 33 x 15.2cm
CL1324
© 2024 Banco de México Diego Rivera Frida Kahlo Museums Trust, 
Mexico, d.F. / ADAGP, Paris

Tracey EMIN, Hurricane, 2007 
Oil on canvas, 18 x 182.8cm
CL220
© Tracey Emin. All rights reserved / ADAGP, Paris, 2024

Jenny SAVILLE
Generation, 2012-14
Pencil, charchoal and oil on paper, 199.5 x 151.7 cm 
CL1396
© ADAGP, Paris, 2024

Sarah LUCAS Tit-Cat Down, 2015
Painted bronze,  83 x 88 x 63 cm
CL1223
© Sarah Lucas, courtesy Sadie Coles HQ

Christian Levett in front of Two Women, 1954, 
Grace Hartigan 
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All or part of the works featured in this press file are protected by copyright.

Louise Bourgeois: © The Easton Foundation / Adagp, Paris 2024
Elaine de Kooning: © EdK Trust
Alice Neel: © The Estate of Alice Neel
Sarah Lucas: © Sarah Lucas, courtesy Sadie Coles HQ
Joan Mitchell: © Estate of Joan Mitchell, photo credit Frase Marr Photographer
Lee Krasner: © Pollock Krasner Foundation / Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York

MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS LOCATED OUTSIDE FRANCE: 

If you are a magazine or a newspaper located outside France, please email presse@
adagp.fr. & they will forward your request for permission to ADAGP’s sister societies.

The works under the rights management organisation, ADAGP (www.adagp.fr) can be 
published according to the following conditions:

 ǝ For press publications that have an agreement with ADAGP: refer to the terms & 
conditions 

 ǝ For other press publications:
• The first two works illustrating an article directly related to FAMM, at a 

maximum size of 1/4 page are exempt of copyright fees;
• Beyond this number or size, reproductions are subject to payment to 

the ADAGP of copyright fees;
• Any reproduction on the cover or front page must be subject to an 

authorization request from the ADAGP Press Rights Service;
• Every reproduction must be clearly and legibly accompanied by 

the title of the work, the name of the author, and the copyright 
notice "© Adagp, Paris, year", regardless of the image’s source or 
the location of the artwork. These conditions are valid for websites 
with the status of online press, it being understood that for online 
press publications, the definition of files is limited to 1600 pixels 
(combined length and width).

COPYRIGHT

To request HD visuals, please contact press@famm.com



Bérénice Antoinette Robaglia, Press Contact        
press@famm.com | +33 (0)6 33 60 53 17

Leisa Paoli, Museum Director 
leisa@famm.com | +33 (0)7 86 43 24 36

32 Rue du Commandeur, 06250 Mougins
www.famm.com |  famm_mougins

Open 7 days a week: 21 June - 30 September 10am - 8pm | 1 October - 20 June 10am - 6pm

Find out more about Mougins | www.mouginstourisme.com .11

FAMM - Press release 

Berthe MORISOT,  Jeune fille allongée, 1893

Bérénice Antoinette Robaglia, Press Contact        
press@famm.com | +33 (0)6 33 60 53 17

Leisa Paoli, Museum Director 
leisa@famm.com | +33 (0)7 86 43 24 36

32 Rue du Commandeur, 06250 Mougins
www.famm.com |  famm_mougins

Open 7 days a week: 21 June - 30 September 10am - 8pm | 1 October - 20 June 10am - 6pm

Find out more about Mougins | www.mouginstourisme.com


